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Laoking out

Im terms of culinacy exports, the Indinn
subcontinent is certainly one of the most
successlul in the world. Indian food has
been a higpe favowrize around the globe
for deeades, o0 much 2o that there are
neaw minre Indian reszausants in London
than there ape i Delli and Hnmh'l',' Fuk
together,

Ie's |.'|.':I::|.i:|:||'5.' truze that the Indian
subcontinent hus coneributed a great deal
ter the world of food and drink. Indeed,
Success magnzine in the UK neported
that Asian entrepreneurs — using the
British description of "Asan™ as
generally referring w the subsontinent -
in the food and deink indusery have a
collective fortune of £828 million, an
imcecase of E118 million from Last year.

Each vear, Success magazine compiles its
rich list oof the most successhul Asiins in
ther Food nmd drimk industry. Top of the lis
in 2007 is Sir Melammed Anwar Perves
OIBE, wha sinee acriving From Pakisean in
the fitties has made his company Besoway
one of the higgest cash and casey
enterprises in the UK. [cowns i
warehomses with a combined sales area of
over five million square feet and emplos
over 300 peaple - with Sir Mohammed's
formane esthinated a8 £250 million,

Chlier nmpor Indian achievers in food
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Other major Indian achievers in food
and drink include Moni Varma, the
founder of Veetee rice, who is worth £45
million. The company exports rice to
around fifty countries from its five
factories around the world.

The company has now launched the
Veetee Dine-In rice product in Europe,
which uses a unique aseptic packaging
process to combine high quality rice with
the convenience of microwave cookery.
They have invested over £20 million in

The Asian invasion

developing the new product range and

and drink!  Obtaining a patent on the technology.

founder of . .
million, The campany exports moe
around I“|1’11_.- countries from its five
facrories around the world,

The company has now launched the
Wertee Dine-In rice produce in Ewrope,
which vses & unique aseptic packaging
process oo commbdone high oueality rice wich
the convenlence of microwave cockery.
They have invested over £20 millicn in
developing the new producr ranpe and
ohtiining a patent on the techoology.

Also investing large sums into
promotion ar: Balo Wines, who e
spending a six figure sum in promoring
its range of e wines to the restauranc
rrade. The wines have already been
mtrnduced o the Momh West of
England, where & million bottles have
heen sold since launch, and the aim is
now oo ranger MAcslan cestiurants aoross
the UK with dircer mail and Bwmch a
national award scheme.

Ashrd Shanf, Manaping Dhrceror of
the company, savs, "I is now time
invist money into raising the profile of
the wines o the restaurant teade further
afield, while also ceeating demand from
consumers who dine oae”

As we're seeing, much of che success of
I.lld.iil.l'l !—|.||'|I.I I'l.-'l!-i s i||:l.'!-u[ [I_'|._'|t'|J.h Lir :]:||_'
vision of individual encreprencurs whes
hawe starved in modest dreumstanees and

rock Delhe Company enjoving mag
success based on the masala recipe
perfected by Uppal's mothee,

Magic Masala is the company's Mayship
product, and the ain of the ormization
iz o only ofler Bnes that remain true
the company’s ethos of combining age-
old Indsan recipes with svle and qualio.

Thes aim for meet companics from the
[ndinn subcontinent, it seems, is 1o
replicate the suceess of such items as
Cobra Beer, which is now an esmablished
beand im nuwmers countries simee i wis
Launched by Bangalore-born encreprencue
Eairan Bilimoria. Cobra iz a company that
hies mannged to apew and inerease
professionalism while soll amintining a
distinctive presence — its sponsorship of
the Good Cusey Guide and Gond Curry
Aowaeds, for example, ensure it remiains
crie Lo s Asinn roots,

The massive contzibution that the
Indinn subconrinent Iuis made w dining
pctoss the woeld cannot be
undeeestimated, In addition to some fine
food, the entrepreneurship demonstrated
-l""!a' f"lhi.il:l. mi:ll'l'ltFu'll.'TlJH'r‘ :ll.|'|l,| r1_'|:ﬂi,|l_'|:'|
bave created many jobs and browght a
substangial amount of mosey inw the
global coonony, The question now is
whether any compaznies trving 5o make an
impact in Lodia can have the same effiecr,
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